Ref:
Exeter Plan 2021-2041

g
Exeter Publication Stage (Regulation 19) N
City Council (For official

Representation Form use only)

Name of the Local Plan to which this representation relates: Exeter Plan 2021-2041

Please return to Exeter City Council, Local Plans Team, Paris Street, Exeter, EX1 1JN, upload onto
our consultation portal at https://exeterplanpublication.commonplace.is/ or email to
planning.policy@exeter.gov.uk by 11:59 pm on 6 February 2025.

This form has two parts:

Part A - Personal Details: Needs to be completed only once.
Part B - Your representation(s). Please fill in a separate sheet for each representation you wish to
make.

Part A: Personal details

1. Personal details*
*If an agent is appointed, please complete only the Title, Name and Organisation (if application) boxes below but complete
the full contact details of the agent in section 2.

Title Mr

First Name Nigel

Last Name FitzHugh

Job Title (where relevant) Chairman

Organisation (where relevant) St Leonards Neighbourhood Association

Adcress Line 1 I

Line 2 ‘-

Line 3

Line 4
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https://exeterplanpublication.commonplace.is/
mailto:planning.policy@exeter.gov.uk
Nigel Fitzhugh
Mr

Nigel Fitzhugh
Nigel

Nigel Fitzhugh
FitzHugh

Nigel Fitzhugh
Chairman

Nigel Fitzhugh
St Leonards Neighbourhood Association


Post Code

Telephone number

E-mail address

2. Agent’s details if applicable

Title

First Name

Last Name

Job Title (where relevant)

Organisation (where relevant)

Address Line 1

Line 2

Line 3

Line 4

Post Code

Telephone number

E-mail address

‘@ Exeter

City Council

Q Liveable
Exeter




Part B — Representation

Please use a separate sheet for each representation

3. To which part of the Exeter Plan does this representation relate?

H2 para 158 H2

Paragraph Policy Policies Map

4. Do you consider that this part of the Exeter Plan is legally compliant?

v

Yes No

4 (a). If yes, and you wish to support the legal compliance of this part of the Exeter Plan, please use

this box to set out your comments.
(Continue on a separate sheet if necessary)

4 (b). If no, please give details of why you consider this part of the Exeter Plan is not legally

compliant. Please be as precise as possible.
(Continue on a separate sheet if necessary)

4 (c). Please set out the modification(s) you consider necessary to make this part of the Exeter Plan
legally compliant, in respect of any legal compliance matters you have identified at 4(b) above. You

will need to say why each modification will make this part of the Exeter Plan legally compliant. It will
be helpful if you are able to put forward your suggested revised wording for the relevant policy or

paragraph. Please be as precise as possible.
(Continue on a separate sheet if necessary)
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Nigel Fitzhugh
H2 para 158

Nigel Fitzhugh
H2

Nigel Fitzhugh
√


5. Do you consider that this part of the Exeter Plan is Sound?

Yes No

5 (a). If yes, and you wish to support the soundness of this part of the Exeter Plan, please use this

box to set out your comments.
(Continue on a separate sheet if necessary)

5 (b). If no, please give details of why you consider this part of the Exeter Plan is unsound. Please be

as precise as possible.
(Continue on a separate sheet if necessary)

Designation of Land at Matford Lane as a Brownfield site capable of being developed. Specifically by
building 21 homes on the site.

Continued on following page

5 (c). Please set out the modification(s) you consider necessary to make this part of the Exeter Plan
sound, in respect of any soundness matters you have identified at 5(b) above.

You will need to say why each modification will make this part of the Exeter Plan sound. It will be
helpful if you are able to put forward your suggested revised wording for the relevant policy or

paragraph. Please be as precise as possible.
(Continue on a separate sheet if necessary)

To correct the wrong designation of the land at Matford Lane as a Brownfield site in the Local Plan and
designate it as a Greenfield site as per the Exeter City Council’s Housing & Economic Land Availability
Assessment document, Nov 2024.

6. Do you consider that this part of the Exeter Plan complies with the Duty to Co-operate?

Yes v No

6 (a). If yes, and you wish to support this part of the Exeter Plan's compliance with the duty to co-

operate, please use this box to set out your comments.
(Continue on a separate sheet if necessary)
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Nigel Fitzhugh
√

Nigel Fitzhugh
√

Nigel Fitzhugh
 Designation of Land at Matford Lane as a Brownfield site capable of being developed. Specifically by building 21 homes on the site.

Continued on following page


Nigel Fitzhugh
To correct the wrong designation of the land at Matford Lane as a Brownfield site in the Local Plan and designate it as a Greenfield site as per the  Exeter City Council’s Housing & Economic Land Availability Assessment document,  Nov 2024.


Designation of Land at Matford Lane as a Brownfield site capable of being developed. Specifically by
building 21 homes on the site.

In a Delegated Report by Devon County Council in March 2023 there was a proposal for “Demolition of
single storey office buildings, (associated steps and paths) known as Matford Offices. The footprint of
the buildings and associated steps and paths to be returned to grass.” This was widely consulted on
both internally at DCC (the owners of the land) and externally at ECC and other stakeholder consultees,
all 13 bodies agreed that demolition should be allowed for historic, aesthetic and practical reasons, a
condition was that the land should be returned to grass.

The Exeter City Council’s Housing & Economic Land Availability Assessment document, as recently as
Nov 2024, states:- “Site Description - Site occupied, until relatively recently and for a period of around
forty years, by buildings in office use. The planning consent for the offices was on a temporary basis
and conditioned to return to grass, so the site is Technically Greenfield.”

For these reasons we believe that the Designation of this land as a Brownfield site in the new draft Local
plan is UNSOUND. For Exeter City Council to declare one month that the land is “Technically Greenfield'
then, less than one month later, to change its designation to Brownfield, without any detailed
explanation, displays, at best, a strange organisational disconnect.

THIS REPRESENTATION, ALONG WITH TWO OTHERS FROM THE ST LEONARDS
NEIGHBOURHOOD ASSOCIATION MADE AT THE SAME TIME, IS SUPPORTED BY OVER 260
RESIDENTS AND USERS OF THE COUNTY HALL GROUNDS. NAMES AND EMAIL ADDRESSES
CAN BE SUPPLIED ON REQUEST.


Nigel Fitzhugh
 Designation of Land at Matford Lane as a Brownfield site capable of being developed. Specifically by building 21 homes on the site.


In a Delegated Report by Devon County Council in March 2023 there was a proposal  for “Demolition of single storey office buildings, (associated steps and paths) known as Matford Offices. The footprint of the buildings and associated steps and paths to be returned to grass.” This was widely consulted on both internally at DCC (the owners of the land) and externally at ECC and other stakeholder consultees, all 13 bodies agreed that demolition should be allowed for historic, aesthetic and practical reasons, a condition was that the land should be returned to grass.

The Exeter City Council’s Housing & Economic Land Availability Assessment document, as recently as Nov 2024, states:-  “Site Description - Site occupied, until relatively recently and for a period of around forty years, by buildings in office use. The planning consent for the offices was on a temporary basis and conditioned to return to grass, so the site is Technically Greenfield.“

For these reasons we believe that the Designation of this land as a Brownfield site in the new draft Local plan is UNSOUND. For Exeter City Council to declare one month that the land is ‘Technically Greenfield' then, less than one month later, to change its designation to Brownfield, without any detailed explanation, displays, at best, a strange organisational disconnect.

THIS REPRESENTATION, ALONG WITH TWO OTHERS FROM THE ST LEONARDS NEIGHBOURHOOD ASSOCIATION MADE AT THE SAME TIME, IS SUPPORTED BY OVER 260 RESIDENTS AND USERS OF THE COUNTY HALL GROUNDS. NAMES AND EMAIL ADDRESSES CAN BE SUPPLIED ON REQUEST.







6 (b). If no, please give details of why you consider this part of the Exeter Plan fails to comply with

the duty to co-operate. Please be as precise as possible.
(Continue on a separate sheet if necessary)

Please note that non-compliance with the duty to co-operate is incapable of modification at
examination.

7. If you would like to make representations on the Sustainability Appraisal (SA) please provide your

comments here, stating to which part of the SA your comments relate.
(Continue on a separate sheet if necessary)

8. If you would like to make representations on the Habitats Regulation Assessment (HRA) please

provide your comments here, stating to which part of the HRA your comments relate.
(Continue on a separate sheet if necessary)
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Please note In your representation you should provide succinctly all the evidence and supporting
information necessary to support your representation and your suggested modification(s). You
should not assume that you will have a further opportunity to make submissions.

After this stage, further submissions may only be made if invited by the Inspector, based
on the matters and issues he or she identifies for examination.

9. If your representation is seeking a modification to the plan, do you consider it necessary to
participate in examination hearing session(s)?

No, I do not Yes, I wish to
wish to participate in
participate in [V hearing
hearing session(s)
session(s)

Please note that while this will provide an initial indication of your wish to participate in hearing
session(s), you may be asked at a later point to confirm your request to participate.

10. If you wish to participate in the hearing session(s), please outline why you consider this to be
necessary:
(Continue on a separate sheet if necessary)

The decision by Exeter City Council to interpret their own policies in a way such that a a site which
is classed as Greenfield ‘technically’, but is then classed as Brownfield for no apparent reason
needs to be explained verbally rather than written.

Please note the Inspector will determine the most appropriate procedure to adopt to hear those
who have indicated that they wish to participate in hearing session(s). You may be asked to confirm
your wish to participate when the Inspector has identified the matters and issues for examination.

For more information on how we use your data - please read our privacy notice at the following
website: https://exeter.gov.uk/media/5750/planning-policy-privacy-notice.pdf
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https://exeter.gov.uk/media/5750/planning-policy-privacy-notice.pdf
Nigel Fitzhugh
√

Nigel Fitzhugh
The decision by Exeter City Council to interpret their own policies in a way such that a a site which is classed as Greenfield ‘technically’, but is then classed as Brownfield for no apparent  reason needs to be explained verbally rather than written.


